New Cub Scout Requirement Changes
Effective November 30, 2016

December 2016 New River District Roundtable

Cub Scout Rank Requirement Changes – Why?
Issues:
 Dens that meet twice/month have
a hard time completing an
adventures each month.
 Hard to complete ranks within
program year.

Concerns with 2015 Requirements:
Advancement levels are down since
2015 requirement implementation 
Boys who don’t advance with their
peers are less likely to stay in
Scouting.

 Overnight Camping difficult in
some areas

Options for day programs vs overnight
camping only if Charter Org requires it.

 An option for earning the Duty to
God requirement was to earn the
religious award.

Some felt requirements connote
organized religion and did not embrace
a belief in God and spirituality outside of
specific faiths.

Cub Scout Rank Requirements Changes
Effective Nov 30, 2016
Major changes:
1) Adventures changed so most can be completed with 2 meetings instead of 3 per month.
a) General change: some activities that were required now are optional. Example: do 2
of the following 4 activities.
b) Den leaders have more flexibility in what they do during den meetings
2) Number elective adventures for Webelos and Arrow of Light ranks reduced to 1.
Where to learn more:
 BSA Program Updates page provides link list of all requirements – no need to buy new
books: http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/programupdates.aspx
 Response to Frequent questions: http://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/category/cub-scouting/
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Some Adventure requirement changes are pretty simple:
Example: Webelos “First Responder”:
• Small wording change
• Several of the existing activities became optional, easy to copare
the old and new requirements.
Some Adventure requirement changes a more complex.
Example: Arrow of Light “Building a Better World”
• Fewer activities to complete the adventure
• Wording changes
• Some activities are eliminated
• Many of the remaining activities are in a different order
(see the following slides)

Page from Cub Scout Advancement Modifications

Building A Better World from Cub Scout Advancement Modifications
1. Explain the history of the United States flag. Show how to
properly display the flag in public, and help lead a flag ceremony.
2. Learn about and describe your rights and duties as a citizen, and explain
what it means to be loyal to your country.
3. Discuss in your Webelos den the term “rule of law,” and talk about how it
applies to you in your everyday life.
4. Meet with a government leader, and learn about his or her role in your
community. Discuss with the leader an important issue facing your
community.
5. Learn about your family’s expenses, and help brainstorm ways to save
money. Plan and manage a budget.
6. Learn about energy use in your community and in other parts of our
world.
7. Identify one energy problem in your community, and find out what has
caused it.
8. With the assistance of your den leader or parent,
participate in an event that would help lead others in recycling and
conserving resources.
9. Show that you are an active leader by planning an activity
without your den leader’s help.
10. Do one of these:
a. Learn about Scouting in another part of the
world. With the help of your parent or your den leader, pick one country
where Scouting exists, and research its Scouting program.
b. Set up an exhibit at a pack meeting to share information about the World
Friendship Fund.
c. Find a brother Scout unit in another country.
d. Under the supervision of your parent, guardian, or den leader, connect
with a Scout in another country during an event such as Jamboree on the
Air or Jamboree on the Internet or by other means.

10 requirements  6 requirements
Wording changes are in blue

Complete Requirements 1 – 6
1. Explain the history of the United States flag. Show how to properly
display the flag in public, and help lead a flag ceremony.
2. Learn about and describe your rights and duties as a citizen, and
explain what it means to be loyal to your country.
3. Discuss in your Webelos den the term “rule of law,” and talk about how
it applies to you in your everyday life.
4. Meet with a government or community leader, and learn about his or
her role in your community. Discuss with the leader an important issue
facing your community.
5. Show that you are an active leader by planning an activity for your den
without your den leader’s help. Ask your den leader for approval first.
6. Do at least one of these:
a. Learn about Scouting in another part of the world. With the
Help of your parent, guardian, or den leader, pick one country
where Scouting exists, and research its Scouting program.
b. Set up an exhibit at a pack meeting to share information
about the World Friendship Fund.
c. Under the supervision of your parent, guardian, or den
leader, connect with a Scout in another country during an
event such as Jamboree on the Air or Jamboree on the
Internet or by other means
c. Learn about energy use in your community and in other parts of the
world.
d. Identify one energy problem in your community, and find out what has
caused it.

Building A Better World from Cub Scout Advancement Modifications
1. Explain the history of the United States flag. Show how to
properly display the flag in public, and help lead a flag ceremony.
2. Learn about and describe your rights and duties as a citizen, and explain
what it means to be loyal to your country.
3. Discuss in your Webelos den the term “rule of law,” and talk about how it
applies to you in your everyday life.
4. Meet with a government leader, and learn 
about his or her role in your
community. Discuss with the leader an important issue facing your
community.
5. Learn about your family’s expenses, and help brainstorm ways to save
money. Plan and manage a budget.
6. Learn about energy use in your community and in other parts of our
world.
7. Identify one energy problem in your community, and find out what has
caused it.
8. With the assistance of your den leader or parent, participate in an event
that would help lead others in recycling and conserving resources.
9. Show that you are an active leader by planning an activity
without your den leader’s help. (See new #5)
10. Do one of these:
a. Learn about Scouting in another part of the world. With the help of your
parent or your den leader, pick one country where Scouting exists, and
research its Scouting program.
b. Set up an exhibit at a pack meeting to share information about the World
Friendship Fund.
c. Find a brother Scout unit in another country.
d. Under the supervision of your parent, guardian, or den leader, connect
with a Scout in another country during an event such as Jamboree on the
Air or Jamboree on the Internet or by other means.

Some requirements are eliminated (5,8,10c)
Some become optional ( ).

Complete Requirements 1 – 6
1. Explain the history of the United States flag. Show how to properly
display the flag in public, and help lead a flag ceremony.
2. Learn about and describe your rights and duties as a citizen, and
explain what it means to be loyal to your country.
3. Discuss in your Webelos den the term “rule of law,” and talk about how
it applies to you in your everyday life.
4. Meet with a government or community leader, and learn about his or
her role in your community. Discuss with the leader an important issue
facing your community.
5. Show that you are an active leader by planning an activity for your den
without your den leader’s help. Ask your den leader for approval first.
6. Do at least one of these:
c. Learn about energy use in your community and in other parts of the
world.
d. Identify one energy problem in your community, and find out what has
caused it.
a. Learn about Scouting in another part of the world. With the help of your
parent, guardian, or den leader, pick one country where Scouting exists,
and research its Scouting program.
b. Set up an exhibit at a pack meeting to share information about the
World Friendship Fund.
c. Under the supervision of your parent, guardian, or den leader, connect
with a Scout in another country during an event such as Jamboree on the
Air or Jamboree on the Internet or by other means

Tracking Advancement
Downloadable revisions of “paw prints” and den tracking documents will be
posted on the BSA website, and a link will be provided soon at
scouting.org/programupdates.
The information boys need to learn is in the existing handbooks. Those using
handbooks will want to print out requirements for an adventure from the link
at scouting.org/programupdates
Updates are in Scoutbook.com (effective December 13)
Updates will be in Packmaster software by the first week of January.

Using Scoutbook.com
Scoutbook includes the 2015 and 2016 Cub Scout rank requirements.
If a boy completed a rank or adventure under the old requirements, no change is needed.
If a boy was part way through a rank or adventure on November 30, click on the 2016 button and work
done under the old requirements will come forward to the new requirements.
See example on next slide.

Change the year to 2016 for rank in progress; requirements and % update

